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the bounteous season which we then had in
the eastern distriets. Unfortunately that
labour was not fortheoming, and huge areas
of self-sown crop simply went to waste—
were not harvested at all. I know of eases
where farmers had cut some of it in the
hope of getting labour to stack it. That
hay is still lying out in the paddocks, and
has never been carted. The losses were very
heavy. If some labour had been made avail-
able at the ecritical time last season, the
recent fodder worries could have been largely
got over, and our dairy production could
have been inereased; there was not sufficient
fodder going into the dairying districts this
year. I hope the Agricultural Depariment
will wateh the position very closely this year,
because the crops are short whilst labour
is offering some difficulties. Fortunately the
labour position has been eased by prisoners
of war being allotted to some farms, though
not to all by any means. I repcat, the posi-
tion will need very careful watching. How-
ever, I commend the position to the atten-
tion of the Government and hope that Minis-
ters will keep closely in touch with it.

That, I think, covers the main subjeets on
which I wished to speak. I would like to
stress again the importance of the Govern-
ment’s giving consideration to plans for
improving the position generally in country
districts in order not only to hold the posi-
tion which we have now bat glso to huild up
a better feeling there and make it easier to
deal with the repatriation of our soldiers
when they eome back fromn the war, which
we hope will not last much longer now. But
unless we do give serious thought to the
organisation that we are going fo set up
for the purpose of bringing about the var-
ions reforms and improvements to which I
have referred in the agrieultural arens, I
greatly fear that we shall not sce as many
ex-servicemen returning to the land as we
hoped would de so, thus helping to lift our
agricultural industry to a higher level of
prosperity than we have known for some
time past.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 848 p.m.

Legislative Council.
Tuesday, 8th August, 1944,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section “B,” 1913,

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a eopy of section “B”
of his report on the Treasurer's statement ot
Public Accounts for the financial year ended
the :30th June, 1943, It will he laid on the
Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (4).
POTASH.

As to Production and Cost.

Hon. J. CORNELL (for Hon. H. Seddon)
asked the Chief Secretary:

In reference to the Lake Campion alunite
deposits—

(i) On what date was the production of
potash eommenced

(ii) What amount bas been produced to
the end of June, 1944¢%

(iil) What is the daily produetion of
potash now, and in what form¢

(iv) What was the capital expenditure to
end of June?

(v) What further capital expenditure is
estimated to enable the estimated tonnage of
potassinm salts set out by the Minister in
his memorandum to Parliament in 1942,
when introducing the State (Western Aus-
tralian) Alunite Industry Partnership Bill
fo bhe attained?

{vi} What is the cost per ton produced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(i) 16/2/44.

{ii) 420 tons to end of June.
docetion—135 tons.

(iii) (a) About 5 tons.
salts.

(iv) The total expenditure (o the end of
June was £185,014, in which is inclnded
£14,000 for the purchase of the syndicate’s

July pro-

(b) Poiassium
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interests, £6,700 for stores on hand, £16,500
for housing, store and refrigerated buteher’s
shop, £10,600 for additional power plant for
plant triplication and £6,300 for excavating
equipment not provided for in the original
estimates,

(v) Preliminary running of plant bas
indicated that modifications of eertain units
are necessary hefore the estimated tonnage
can be obtained. Alterations to the most
important unit are now practically com-
pleted and other improvements are in hand.
The total estimated eost of these modifica-
tions is £10,000.

(vi} Approximately £37. When modifics-
tions are eompleted it is estimated produe-
tion will be at the vate of 13 tons per day
and the cost will he reduced to £14 per ton.

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE.

As to Licenses Issued.
Hon. A, THOMSON asked the Chief See-
retary:
How many motor licenses have been issued
in complianee with Third Party policy as per
schedule items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8%

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

The licensing authorities have been asked
by the Department to snpply the desired
information. A reply will be given as soon
as the figures are received.

SUPERPHOSPHATE.
As te Allocation for 1944-45,

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sce-
retary:

(i) Has the Government any authentie
information as to the allocation of super-
phosphate to Western Australia for the year
1944-45¢%

(ii) If Western Australia is not to re-
ceive the 55 per cent. inereased allocation as
stated by Mr. Buleock, will the Government
use every endeavour to see that Western

Australia is treated on the same basis ag the
rest of Australia?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(i) The matter has not been finalised yet.

(ii) There is no likelihood of the Govern-
ment missing any opportunity of having
Western Australia treated at least as well
as the rest of Australia as it is fully con-
seious of the importance of superphosphate
to this State.

ORCHARD REGISTRATION.

A& to Fess and Inspectors.

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(i} Is the Government aware that the
orchard registration fees are inadequate to
meet the costs of sufficient inspectors?

{ii} Will the Government make up the
deficiency required from Consolidated Rev-
enue?

(iii} When the orchard registration fre
was reduced in 1941, did the Ministcr con-
eerned undertake to supplement any defiei-
ency from another fund?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(i) Fecs collected are insufficient to meel
the costs of present inspectorial staff.

{(ii) A sum has been placed upon the Esti-
mates for this purpose,

(iii) No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debhate resumed from the 3rd August.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.39]:
Although no reference is made in the Lieut.
Governor’s Speech to the question of future
soldier land settlement, [ shall, in order ta
ive some assistance to whoever is chosen to
represent this State at the Premicrs' Con
ference, confine myself mainly to that sub.
jeet. If in doing so I appear somewhal
tedious, I hope members will overlock that
fault. Tt is not usually appavent. But 1
am very anxions to deal with this question
in several phases, particnlarly as it has heen
considered hy the R.S.L. of Australia. !
will first endeavour to deal generally with
three activities in this respeet. One is the
efforts of the R.S.L. in conneetion with the
work and findings of the Rural Reconstrue-
tion Commission and the Commonwealth
Government’s renetion to the Commission's
recommendations. As far back as 1941 the
R 8.L. began to deatl actively with the ques
tion of future soldier land settlement. Tr
1941 and 1942 two Pederal congresses unani.
mously agreed that any future scheme should
in all its phases, be a full Commonwealtt
responsibility

Hon. C. B. Williams: That means, vol
f‘Yes.’)

Hon. J. CO?NELL:—such as is th
Department of Repatriation and Pensions
The same congresses also resolved that the
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maxiwnm interest chargeable on any capital
advaneed should not exceed 2 per cent.
These two conditions can he said to be the
fundamental basis of the R.S.L. proposals
in respect to future soldier land settlement
srhemes, The two congresses I vefir to were
the annnal Federal congresses, but there
were also two special eonferences attended
hy one delegate from each State. They were
beld in Pebruary and June of 1943 to deal
wonerally with the other essentials and the
mackinery of any proposed scheme,

Puring June, 1943, the Federal President
and the delegates who attended the sperinl
TFederal conferences gave evidence hefore the
Rural Reconstruetion Commission, whieh
was appointed as far back as the 25th
February, 1943, to inquire elosely, amaongst
other things, inte and veport upon future
soldier land settlement. Later the find-
ings nmrvived at by the R.S.L. were drafted
into a Bill that was sent to the Commissian,
whieh has seen fit to publish the Bil) by wav
of an appendix to its veport dealing with
soldier settlement. A copy was also for-
warded to the Prime Minister. That 1s
roughly the initia) part played by the R.S.L.
of Australia in developing a fufure soldicr
land settlement scheme.

We will now turn to the Commission
which, as I have already said, was specially
appointed, amongst other things, to inquire
into and report upon this subject. About
a month ago this Commission presented its
report, under the heading: “Settlement and
Employment of Returned Men on the Land.”
The Teport covers 55 pages and deals not
only with any future soldier settlement
schemes, but reviews all phases of the 1914-
1918 scheme. To date the report is not in
general cireulation, but I hope it soon will
he. When it is available I commend if {o
members and trust that they will do as [
have—carefully read the report in all it
phases. In my long econnection with this
institution and with publie life I have yet
10 read a report which has so aceurately
gone into any subject and made such com-
monsense recommendations. It is not only
comprehensive but informative. I feel cer-
tain that the findings of the Commission will
meet with the nnqualified support of all see-
tions of the community, with the probable
oxception, perhaps, of those who have an
axe to grind. Chapters 3 and 4 of the ve-
port deal with the proposals submitted to
the Commission in the findings of the R.S.L.

at the two speeial conferences. The Com-
mission states in pavagraph 168 of the
report—

The Commissien places on record its sincere

appreciation of the action taken Ly the Re-
turned Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen's Tmperial
Lengue of Aunstralia; not merely because of the
time and expense which that body has devoted
to the matter, but also beeause of its general
attitude towards the investigation.
The paragraph further states that the
R.S.L. made no attempt to gloss over
the failures of the 1914-18 soldier settle-
ment  schemes hut, on the contrary, was
eonstructive rather than critieal, and that its
opinions in regard to past failures, and the
necessily for future successes had been rein-
forcec from all over the Commonwealth by
the views of other citizens who were not
returned soldiers. This unanimity, the Com-
missien went on to say, had assisted it
to draw up with confidence its analysis of
the failures of the past and its deduetions
as to the principles which should guide sol-
dier settlement schemes in the future.

I will revert now to the ather two phases
of the hasic principles laid down hy the
R.8.1., nately, that any soldier settlement
scheme should bhe the full responsibility of
the Commonwealth Government and that the
maximum rate of interest should not exceed
2 per cent. The Rural Reeonstruction Com-
mission has this to zay on the first point in
paragraph 182—

The Commission has given this suggestion a
great deal of thought and has come to the
conelasion that it iz not practicable for the
Commonwealth to take over -all aspects unless
the Commenwealth, by an alteration of the
Conslitution, is charged with the full responsi-
bility of controlling Iand and tand utilisation.
We know what that means. Tt puts land
on the same hasis as the Postal Department.
In paragraphs 183 to 185 the Commission
states that Commonwealth participation is
inevitable, and the cost of implementing the
scheme on a fair basis to prospective settlers
is a financial burden beyond the resources
of the States, and that the greatest part of
of the finanecial responsibilitics must be
aceepted by the Commonwealth,

Ir paragraph 187 the Commission ont-
lined the prineiples of a Commonwealth and
State agreement and indicated the essential
principles that should be approved. On the
question of interest rates the Commission
goes some way in respeet of the R.8.L. pro-
posal of a 2 per cent. maximum inasmach as
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it suggests that there should be no interest
charge for the first five years, that the
charge should he 2 per cent. for the next
five years, and thereafter the charge should
be at the current rate, not exceeding 4 per
cenf. As to the question of land tenure, the
R.S.L. suggested perpetual leasehold with
sihsequent right to convert to freehold. The
Commission appears to favour the choice of
tenure heing left to the settler as it now
stands in the several States. That is to say,
if a returned soldier wants freehold, he may
have it; if he wants leasehold, he may have
it. The Commission appears to have agreed
to the remaining suggestions put forward by
the R.8.L. vide paragraph 174, which
reads—
With rogard to the land settlement scheme
propounded in the Bill—
That vefers to the Bill submitted by the
R.S.L—
there are many valuable suggestions with which
the Commission is in agreement, and which
have had support from other seetions of the
community, namely, the ncecssity for-—
(a)} examining and determining the guali-
ficntions of applicants;
(b) instruction and training of applicanta;
(¢} special concessions in settlement terms
to enable aoldiers to succeed;
(d) speeial financing arrangements for
soldiers;
(e} avquiring
108¢9;
(f) preparing land and improving it te n
certnin condition before allotment.

land for scttlement pur-

In paragraph 257, page 45, the Commission
sets out its views regarding the division of
finaneial responsibility as between the Com-
monwealth and the States. This is the par-
tieular part that denls with the land, and I
will quote what the Commission says—

The Commonwcalth to provide—

{a) costa of pre-discharge training;

(b) living allowances and transport of
sclected applicants undergoing spc-
cialised training courses;

(e) amount of additional expenditure in-
curred by the States in arranging
the specialised trajning eourses after
demobilization ;

(d) payments to subsidise wages of appii-
cants undergoing training whilst in

. farm employment;

{e) interest on ecapital funde for arquisi-
tion and preparation of lands for
allotment;

(£) agreed contributions to irrecoverable
costa of acquisition and preparation
of lands for allotment,

(g} agreed contributions to irrecoverable
costs of public works specifically as-
sociated with soldier settlement;
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(h) capital requirements and net adminis.
trative expenses of financing set-
tlers;

(i} administrative expenses of the Com-
monwealth Investigating Authorify;

(j) concessions of interest on loany to
settlers;

(k) subsequent writings down of capital
sums advanced. It ia possible that
the Commonwealth Financing Auth-
ority will have further losses caused
by the changes in price levels of
commodities, This amount will de-
pend on the future of mavkets, cos-
pecinlly international markets.

That is what the Commission says the Cume
monwealth should do in the way of finance.
The States to provide—

(1) administrative costs of farm employ-

ment and training scheme;

{m) administrative costa of aecquisition
and preparation of land for allot-
ment ;

{n) ngreed contributions to irrecoverable
costs of aequisition and preparation
of lands for allotment;

(o) ngreed contributions te irrecoverable
costa of public works specifically
asgociated with soldier scttlement:

(p) capital requirements for public works
Irss (‘'ommonwenlth contributions,

So mueh tor the R.8.L. and the Rural Reion-
struction Commission.  Now, as to the vv-
netion to the Commission's recommendation,
the Commonsvealth has made an alteration.
While it may he szid that the RS, and
the Hural Reconstruction Commission have
laitl w1l their cards on the tahle and have
submitted their proposals to be peruscd and
digested by anyone who is interested, the
Commonwealth’s reaction to the Commis-
sion’s recommendations hos not been made
available to the public.  To ascertain the
reaction of the Commonwealth, we have to
rely upon newspaper reports. On the 17th
Julv, “The West  Australian”  reported
the Prime Minister to the effeet that Cabinet
had not aecepted all the Commission’™s pro-
posals and that the soldier settlement scheme
was to be enrried out by the States as prin-
vipals with certain Commonwealth aid, No
wention of the extent of the Commonwealth
aid is made. According to the same news-
paper, in its issue of the 27th July, the State
Minister for Lands, who is chairman of the
Rural Reconstruction Commission, stated—
Two fundamental differences suggested Dy
the Press statement appear to be that the SBtate
rhall be asked to act ns principals, with certain
Commonwealth aid, and that the tenure shall

be an a leaschold hasis, Without precisc in-
formation on the question of rent as referred
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to in the Prime Minister’s statement and the
nature of the leasehold, it is not possible at
this stage to make any useful comparisons.
That was the reaction of the chairman of
the Commission to the Prime Minister's
statement. On the 4th Angust, the follow-
ing paragraph appeared in “The West Aus-
tralian" :—

The proposals submitted by the Common-

wealth to the States for the settlement of ex-
service men on the land provide that they shall
be placed as leaschelders with an option to
purchagse, This reply has been received by
Senator Collett from the Minister for Post-War
Reconstruction (Mr. Chifley) in answer to a
question submitted by Senator Collett during
the recent short session of Parliament,
Here are three instances to indieate that any
attempt to indicate the reaction of the Com-
monwealth Government to the Commission's
proposals would be really assumption, be-
eause we do not actwally know what the
Commonwealth Government has in mind.
However, with a view te obtaining anthentie
information, the land committee of the
R.8.1. in this State has made several urgent
appeals to get the Commonwealth’s reaction
tnade available to it and to the branches in
1he several States. These requests have been
refused on the plea thai they are confiden-
tial and are intended for consideration only
at the forthcoming conference of Premiers.
Who, I ask, has a better right to review any
departure from the Rural Reconstruction
Commission's proposals before they are sub-
mitted to the Premiers’ Confer¢nce than has
the R.S.L.%

The general public expects that body to
speak authoritatively for and on behalf of
members of the Foreces. The RB.L. in
:his State will continue to press for the
release of any reactions by the Common-
wealth that are to be placed before the
Premiers’ Conference, for the simple rea-
‘on that the opinions expressed will be most

aluable to whoever represents Western
Australia at that gathering. If the R.5.L.
knew what the reactions of the Common-
wealth Government were the information
would be invaluable to the men who go from
this State to fight the baitles on behalf of
the Teturned men. So far we have not got
that information, hut will keep on trying.
Furthermore the R.S.L. has already asked
for the admission of its representative at
the Premiers’ Conference in the capacity
of observer, and will eontinue to press that
request. The object in view is to enable
the League to gauge the reaction of the
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States’ representatives towards any alter-
ation in the Commission's proposals.

When the Commonwealth and State leg-
islation is intreduced to implement thve find-
ings of the Premiers’ Confercnce our en-
deavour will be to keep out of it anything
that i= repugnant to the K.S.L. in any fut-
we zoldier settlement land scheme. In
other words, if the States are to aet as
prineipals we desire to see that the mis-
takes of the 1014-18 period are not res
peated. That is the vbject we have in view
in our candeavour to help the Conunissions
If the I'vrime Minister has been correctly
reported there are two other phases ihat
merit some comment. In the first place, the
question is: Are the States to aet as prin-
cipals in any future soldier settlement
scheme, as was the case at the termination
of the 191418 war? Simultaneously with
the presentation of the R.8.L.’s proposais
regarding future land settlement it also
forwarded to the Prime Minister in the
form of a draft Bill its views with respect
to preference in employment,

BEarlier T read the remarks of the Com-
mission as to the constitutional har to
making any future land settlement schemo
& Commonwealth responsibility. That was
well koown at the inauguration of the
seheme that was put forth after the 19i4-
18 war, and was mentioned in evidenee to
the Commission by the Federal President
of the I1.5.1.. Hence the necessity for the
States themselves having to act as prinei-
pals in soldier land settlement schemes.
Mr. Drew, who was a memher of the State
Government at the time, will know that T
am correet in this statement. On this ques-
tion rhe Prime Minister has said that prae-
tically the same bar exists to giving auy
Commonwealth-wide effect to preference to
soldiers as exists in the ense of soldier land
settlement. This was the opinion of the
R.8.1. when it agreed to the drafting of
the Bill it sent to the Prime Minister, the
idea behind both Bills heing to assist in
avoiding in each instance the mistakes that
followed the 1914-18 war.

The Prime Minister’s reaction as to pre-
ference, if he is eorreetly reported, is en-
tirely opposed to his reaction to the recom-
mendations of the Commission on the
other point.  He has said that if the first
question in the Referendum is not agreed
to his Government cannot implement the
policy of preference. As there exists a
constitutional har to any Commonwealth-
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wide application to a soldier land sefile-
wment scheme, the Prime Minister appar-
ently is prepared to come to an agreement
with the several Btate (overnments. If
an agreement s possible and uniform leg-
islation is passed in each State upon such
a diversified question as soldier land settle-
ment, surely a similar agreement s possihla
in the field of preference in employment.
No attempt, for obvious reasons, has heen
wmade in that direetion, The Commonwealth
i~ prepared to collaborate with the States
anil moke an agreement in regard to land
se{tlement, but i< not prepared to collahor-
ate with the States in regard to preference,
and vet the same constitutional bhar exists
in hoth instanees,

Another phase of the Prime Minister's
statement is that all serviee men who have
served for six menths or so and are hon-
ourably discharged from the services should
he eligible to participate in any future sol-
dier settlement seheme. As that is a mat-
ter of poliecy the Roral Reeonstrretion
C'omumission has wisely made noe recommen-
dation. That is a question for the Gov-
crament of the dav, and it is not for the
Commission to say who shall participate.
The R.8.I. submitted a deaft Bill to the
Prime Minister and not omly in that Bill
hut in the preference Bill gave priority to
servicemen. Thev were to have priority in
hoth instances. The term ‘‘soldier’’ is de-
fined as heing—

A persen who during the war of 191418 or
during the war which commeneed on the 3rd
September, 1938, (a) served in a naval, milit-
ary or air foree of the Commonwealth in a
combat arca; (b) being domiciled in a State
or territory of the Commonwealth served in a
naval, military or air forec of any part of His
Maiesty’® dominions other than the Common-
wealth in a combat area; but does not include
nny such person who was discharged from any
sueh foree by reason of misconduct, or whose
record in the Commission’s opinion was not
satisfactory.

A combat area is defined as meaning—

An arep of land or sea declared by the
CGovernor-General hy proclamation to he a com-
hat area for the purposes of this Aet.

That postulates what the Prime Minister
was reported recently as having said,
namely, that if there was any section of the
Australian eommunity deserving of special
consideration it was the front-line soldier.
Qur objeet has been to ensure that such a
person shall have first priority, but if the
Urime Minister is correctly reported it
means an “open go.” 1 do not think old
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soldiers would stand for that. A provision
similar to that to which [ have referred
appeared in the Canadian Veterans' Land
Fettlement Act, 1942,  According to gues-
tions I asked Mr. Ross, a visiting Canadian
delegate, this has been jn operation for some
time.

Speaking as one who has laken a major
pait in formulating the future soldier land
seltloment seheme, and having represented
the R.8.T. of this State at both conferences
whirh drew up the main prineiples of the
1l rubmitted to the Prime Minister and the
Rural Reeonstruetion Commission, T am cer-
tain that the R.S.L. in this State accepts
without qualification the recownnendation of
the Commission which, as T have already
indicated, practically agreed to all the pro-
pesals put forward by the R.8.1. 1 hope
that a similar attitude will be adopted by
all State representatives at the Premicrs’
Conference and that they will be united and
stiek to the (‘ommission, and not be the
calspaw of the Commonwenlth Government
which wants to cheesepare. 1 understand
that Mr. Craig has rvead the report of the
Comtmission and I hope he will support me.
The Commission hay left little undone and
nothing unsaid. I ulso hope that other re-
turned soldier memhers of this Chamber who
are interested in the land, namely, Mr.
Cornish, Mr. Roche and Mr. Moore, will sup-
port me too, for they can speak authorita-
tively respecting returned soldiers’ settle-
ment in Western Australin,  So much for
soldier land setilement. I have now a few
words to say about the Lieut.-Governor's
Specch generally.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt; What about Mr.
Parker, who is also a returned soldier?

Hon, J. CORNELL: He is not on the
land. The other members I have mentioned
are connected with the land, and are prob-
ably more qualified to spenk on the subject
than T am, aithongh 1 was onece connected
with the land. I am the ¢hairman of the Sol-
dier Land Beitlement Committee of the
R.S.L. in this State. One paragraph in the
Speech deals with the sapply of firewosd
to the metrorolitan arca. Durine my elee-
tion campaign of last April T stressed the
point that it weuld be idle to look to the
goldmining centves as a medium for the
rapid absorption of demaobilised men unless
appropriate aetion were taken not only as re-
wards the domestie supply of fuel, but the
supply of fuel to keep the mining industry
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going.  Anyone who knows the Western
Australian mining industry, and reads as he
runs, must agree that that is the most im-
portant phase of any future development in
mining. Nature is almost at its last ebb so
far as the supply of firewood is concerned
in most mining areas, What is to be the
substitute? In Kalgoorlie and Boulder par-
tienlarly, and perhaps in Coolgardie, there
is a shortage of firewood for domestic pur-
poses, but the problem of finding fuel to
keep the mines going transcends other
problems.

With regard to edueation, a measure is
to be introduced to inervease the annual
grant to the University to £40,000 and plans
arc heing formulated for new schools and
other educational necessities, to meet the
demand of the post-war period. If any of
our public ufilities ery out more than others
for consideration and re-conditioning, those
utilities are the country schools of this
State which actually seream for attention.
Some of our country schools are an ever-
lasting disgrace to any civilised eommunity.
One can travel through the North-East and
South Provinees and see the deplorable con-
dition of the school grounds and the play-
grounds and the third and fourth-hand
equipment, which very often has come from
the metropolitan arca. I have gone through
other provinces and seen the same thing.

The future of this State depends not npon
the metropolitan area, not upon the bhig
towns, but upon what les behind them—the
natural resources of the State and the
people who develop them. The children of
the man in the bush deserve as nearly
as possible educational facilities equal to
those enjoyed by the children of the
metropolitan area, but they do not get
them. I recognise that the problem is a big
one, but it must be faced. I have already said
in this House—knowing the outer wheat belt
arens as I do—that the drift from the land
has not all been attributable to the departure
of men who would never become farmers, or
to drought conditions. Tt has been attribut-
able, in part, to men with conseiences who
have said that whatever might befall them
they were determined to quit and take
their children where they could oblain
a reasonable educabion and be on an equal
footing with others. 1 know the Chief
Secretary understands all that. T know it
is a question of finance and that extra taxa-
tion is needed, hut the Government should
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certainly do something to obtain the money
that is necessary to re-condition our eountry
schools. I1f we concentrate on giving coun-
try people additional housing but not eduoea-
tional facilities, we shall certainly make life
a little more hearable for parents but at the
sume time we shall make it a little more
impossible for their children later on.

I did intend to deal with the reference in
the Licut.-Governor’s Specch to the proposed
measnre to liberalise the franehise for the
Legislative Council, but, with all due respect
to the dear old Couneil, it should have be.n
left out of the Speech altogether. However,
we have heard all this before. Aecording to
the Speech, approximately 4,500 men arve
still employed in the mining industry. It
is generally considered that for every work-
ing miner, there are four other individuals
who are earried by the industry. At the
outhreak of the war there were 14,000 men
in the industry. Ten thousand have left,
which means that 40,000 other individuzls
have gone from the industry as well. Tt is
possible to see the effect of this in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder. In the latter place the result
is partienlarly noticeable.  In what were
considered the doldrum days in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder and on the Golden Mile there
were ab least five or six big drapery empor-
iums in Boulder, but today there are only
two. In the main street of Boulder 65 p v
cent. of the shops are empty and wherever
one goes thronghont the goldmining distriets
similar conditions can be seen.

There is much glib talk about how quickly
the mining industry will absorb men at the
conclusion of hostilities. Anyone who knows
golimining is aware that if nnworked for
years what is a good mine today will defer-
iorate in all its phases and, unless a mine
is exceptionally good, an enormous amount
of capital will have to be raised to rehabili-
tate it. 'While there are big possibilities in
the mining industry in the future, they will
not be realised in a short time but their de-
velopment will be a long and tedions proecss,
Therg has been a good deal said regarding
what will happen or what should happen on
the 19th of this month and what will oecur
if the referendum is ecarried and what will
oceur if it is not. Tn all the specions talk
that has taken place I have not found one
easual reference to what is going to happen
to the great goldmining industry of Western
Australia.
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I extend my congratulations to the faith-
ful ten of this Hounse who remained solid like
the Romans of old, stood shoulder to shoulder
und eame back unseathed. I do not know
whether T should he prepared to extend con-
gratulations to Mr. Gibson and Mr. Bolton.
As far as they weve concerned the enemy
never appeaved and they had no fight to
wage at all! I also want to express my
appreciation of the position in which the
allied nations find themselves. Old soldiers
are aware that Fritz is a dour old e¢hap and
a last-diteh fighter and it may still be a
long way to Berlin and a long time hefore
the end of the war. But the writing is on
the wall and eventually the Allies will be
on top, beenuse if history teaches me any-
thing it teaches me that those who command
the seas ultimately win the vietorv. Japan
is o grent sea power, but when the Allicd
nations are finished with Fritz, the might of
the British and American navies will he
brought against Japan, and that country
will be overpowered. May that day of vice-
tory be soon!

I am not one of those who hold that ihe
new orvder which is talked about so much
will be realised in the wav some think i
will. T have lived 70 years. T have crossed
too many dry creeks and T have yet to learn
that fundamentaily mankind ever chonges.
Owr progeny will prohably he faced—I shall
not be here; I shall be looking down—with
problems never dreamt of by us. All T hope
is that the democracies ean retain their bal-
ance of power. But T would utter a word
of warning to those who say that they must
have this power and that power to carry
on {hrough the peace: On the day the last
shat is fired there will be a psychological
reaction throughout the Allied democracits.
The men who did the fighting and those who
made it possible for them to fight—those
who pat up with all kinds of Gestapo
methods—are not going to endure them after
the war. If an attempt is made to foree
such methods upon them, there will be a re-
action in  this Commonwealth that will
astound those who try it, They will find
that what cannot be dene by persuasion and
eommonsense will not be achieved in other
ways,

During war there is always the threat of
enemy nvasion hanging over the heads of
the people and this can he used to induce
the people to endure a good deal, but they
will not be caught on that hook after the
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war. Men will stand four-square for some
reasonable semblance of the application of
demoeratic principles and for the right to
go about their peaceful avocations in a guiet
and sensible manner without being directed
here, there and everywhere.  Those who
think they are going to have a new order
commensurate with what is now in exist-
ence should take heed lest they fall.

HCN. V. HAMERSLEY (East): Since
the last Parliament was in session, the elec-
tions have taken place for the Legislative
Council and I wish to econgratulate the
members who have heen returned.  Those
membhers have put up a record for the Tegis-
lative Counecil in that they all managed to
find themsclves endorsed by their electors.
The Legislative Couneil a8 a whole shonld he
congratulated, too, because it is evident that
there is no partienlar anxiety on the part of
the eommunity to make nny radieal ehange.
The voters for this Chamber are apparently
satisficd and the ten who suhmitted them-
selves for re-election and were returned have
established a very good lead. 1 hope thot
state of affairs will be continued in spite of
the suggestion in the Lieut.-Governor's
Specch that an alteration in the Council
franchise is proposed.

We ean take pride in the portion of His
Execellency’s Speech that deals with the eon-
tribution Western Australia has made to-
wards the war cffort. I refer to the para-
graph which reads—

Enlistments of both men and women from
Western Australia remain the highest per
capita of any State in Australia, Contributions
to war savings certificates and war savings
honds continwe to he above the Australian
average. Subscriptions by the people to pat-
riotie funds have heen maintained and approxi-
mately £1,250,000 have now bLeen collected for
this purpose,

The fizures quoted are remarkable and serve
to emphasise the wonderful loyalty of West-
ern Australians respecting anything pertain-
ing to the war. The Speech itself is opti-
mistie in tone although guarded in its refor-
ences to the short rainfall in the agricultural
districts and parvticularly to the disappoint-
ing falls in the pastoral aveas. It is unfor-
tunate that, just as we did in 1914 when the
carlier war eommenced, we should be ex-
perieneing conditions that enable one to say
that a drought is in progress. I regard the
position seriously both from the standpoint
of Western Australia and of Australia as a
whole. I eannot help reminding members
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of the prognostication of the late Clement
Wragge, who was a past-master in connec-
tion with weather predictions and the
vagaries of the scasons. He predicted that
in 1944 there would be one of the greatest
droughts in the history of Australia. While
the Speech contains a certain amount of
optimism I feel that we arve not yet out of
the wood.

I wish to quote extracts from a speech
by Mr. Eric A. Johnston in London before
the members of the Association of British
Chambers of Commerce. My, Johnston, who
is an American, when referring to a com-
parison betwcen America and Great Britain
said—

Your finaneial system makes your country
much more a unit than ours is. Your great
banks have hranchies all over Britain, We have
atrong independent banks in all localities. . , .
Your mnatignal Government is completely
sovereign. Tt ean do anything, Qurs cannot;
it has ouly sueh powers as the people have
given it. The most striking clause in our Con-
stitution is that ull other powers continue to
reside in the States or in the people, It is an
error to deseribe the United States as a
govereign union of sovereign States, It is the
people who are sovereign, The people of each
State give to their State Government what
powers they plense. They retain the rest. The
people of all the Statea together give the
national Government such powers as they please,
and retain the rest.

This congciousness of and practice of popu-
lar severeignty—of the power to give puwers
to government, of the power to deny powers
to government and, above all, of the power to
withdraw powers from government—is the
hasgic political faet of America. Add it to our
sentimental leealism and to our diffusion of
banking power and of the power of radio and
Press, and what do you get? You get an
American who acutely questions all centralised
dominance in any field and who is for ever
condueting crusades to break down private
monapolies and public hureaveracies alike. He
does not believe in irrecoverably surrendered
powers, cither in government or in business, He
regards nll powers, whether political or eco-
nomie, as subject to constant revision—by him-
self,

Now what this Ameriean is in Ameriea, he
will alse be in international affairs. You do not
change the spots of a leopard by putting him
into a zov. One of the most perniciovs fallacies
of a certain sort of world planuner is his belief
that if he can just put leopards, lions, ante-
lopes and clephants into the same international
cage they will immedintely crossbreed inte one
kind of iuternational amimal, They will not.

For centuries, many countries have tried to
make you less British, We have even tried to
do it by marrying into Britain. And what is
the result? Out of an intermarriage with an
American you have today the most BRBritigh
Prime Minister of your whole history. You deo
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not lose your spots, Nor shall we, Let us
write that truth in the prelogue of every at-
tempt at collaboration between us,

I regard those remarks as very appropriate
in view of the forthecoming referendum that
is the subjeet of so much discussion at pre-
sent. They serve to draw particular atten-
tion to the power of the people themselves
and the danger now facing them in the pro-
posal to grant addilional powers to the Coni-
monwealth Government. There is an old say-
ing to the eoffect that “it is the gun that
kieks.” T fear that the people will vealise the
truth of that saying if the proposed powers
are {ransferred, for once handed over they
will never he returned to the States. 1In
Amevien the people can demand the retuwrn
of powers granted, but that will not be the
prosition here——and therein lies the grave
dangez. I sincerely hope that when the refer-
endum vote is taken on the 18th August, an
overwhelming majority of the people will
clearly indirate to the Commonwealth (iov-
crnmen{ that they are not disposed to hand
over far-reaching and serious powers, the
effeet of which would be to take from the
people themselves the democratie system of
governnient they have enjoyed in the past.
The writing is on the wall, and I hope the
majority will vote no.

We arve now reaching a stage in our his-
tory where we ave commencing to feel the
full effeets of a tendency that has grown
up over the years. Industrial unions are
enjoying more gnd more power and have
become urragant. They ave practically in
full command and now are seeking further
powers. In these days we arc dominated
by an absolutely bureauweratic system and
are governed in all direetions by commit-
tees. | evome in contact with business
people who tell me that from time to time
they have to approach some individual in
an official position sceking his permissian
te enable them to do this or to do that. At
times they have found that the individual
they have to intrrview is someone who was
formerly emploved in their business and
had 1o Irs discharged as incompetent. Some
had -eally heen a menaee to the bhusiness,
vet such people are mow in eontvol. Tt is
all very diffieult,

When new governmental activities are
established one wonld think that, as in
ordinary businesses, men appointed to take
charge would he shove suspicion and fully
nualified. PBusiness people tell me that
there hos heen some looseness regarding
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the appointment ol many te these bureau-
cratie positions, and that procedure does
not encouruge coniidence, [t means that
stagnation will develop, and people will
wet out of the country altogether. Cer-
tainly no one will be encouraged to provide
capital for the establishment of new indus-
tries of which we have heard so much and
which we desire to see establisbed in Awus-
tralin. T cannot view the position with
cquanimity. People will not be likely to
tngage in business heve, particularly if the
additional powers sought are granted to
the Commonwealth Government by way of
the referendum.

Constantly we have belore us the spec-
taele of industrinl strife, Certainly there
are strikes in other parts of the world but
the trouble is not so pronounced elsewhere
as it is in the HEastern States in particular,
where there has heen a series of strikes
which I regurd as absolntely unpatriotic.
They are coutrary to the welfare of Aus-
tralia and disloyal to those who ave fight-
ing onr battles on the various Fronts. From
time to tinte the men have Deen told how
the strikes have redoced the output of es-
sential eommadities and  hampered the
mavements of vessels required to ship the
requirements of the Vighiing Forees in
New (fninea and cleewhere. The delays in
that respeet arve truly appatlinz, and that
position has ohtained rvieht thronghout the
war period,

In faet, T have heard it stated that these
strikes arve really making Australia, in a
sense, the langhing-stock of the world. That
i a most unfortunate thing, heeanse the
tchievements of our soldiers have heen won-
derfu] and bave raised the name of Australia
throughout the world, That reputation, how-
ever, is heing broken down on our home fronl
at every turn. T do not understand the attitude
nilopted by the strike leaders. Thetr action
1epresenls an outstanding  confirmation of
objections raised by early opponents of in-
dnstrial arbitration in this Parliament. The
one eontention that was constantly stressed
Ly their opponents to framers of industrial
urbitration legislation was that if Tahour was
viven the power preposed by the measure,
there would still be strikes. Now, the objeet
of passing Indusirial Arhitration Acts was
to keep men at work and to settle any dis-
putes by courls. It was argned that the
wurkers would not abide by deeisions of the
courts but would he & law unto themselves,
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1t was retorted that in such a ease they
would be fined, and to this the rejoinder was
made that they would not pay the fines.

Employers sentenced to fines for not obey-
ing the directions of Industrial Arbitration
Acts have paid the fines in every instance,
but I have yet to learn of any case where
members of u union similarly sentenced
have paid the fines, As a general rule,
I Delieve, they have got out of paying
them. Therefore the position is utterly un-
fair. Of that unfairness we had an appatling
exhibition here quite recently, in conneetion
with onr trams. I marvel that we have to
put up with sueh things. Again, I observe
that the Prime Minister has undertaken to
put a stop to all the thieving that takes place
on the waterfronts around the Anstralian
coast. I do not know what suceess the hon,
gentlemen will have. Thieving has de-
veloped freely for many years, I doubt very
mueh whether Mr. Curtin will have suceess.
He has power to deal with the evil, I under-
stand; bat it has been going on for a grent
many vears and still appears to flourish.

In view of the faet that Western Australia
liag granted many powers to the Common-
wealth Government—sufficient powers, in the
opinion of this Parliament—I fail to under-
stoand the dissatisfaction expressed by Com-
monwealth Ministers with the powers they
already possess. It makes me feel that the
Commonwealth Government is obsessed with
the one idea of creating a position in which
the Tederal Parliament will he under the
orders of the unions. The unifieation pro-
posal has been in the forefront of the Labour
platform for many years.

Hon. T. Moore: Nationalisation!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Yes. The Com-
nutnists have got hold of the position.  This
remninds me of a remark made by Sir (irorge
Reill many years ago, when the advisable-
uess of Federation was being discussed. He
way asked his opinion as to the result of
Federation, and his answer wax, “[f von
put a lerrier in with half-a-dozen kittens,
who will get fat first?” My opinion is that
it we are thrown hodily te lhe wolves as
ropored by the referendum, we shall have
a prelty thin time and Sir George Reid’s
prophetie answer will prave to be the truth.
The terrier will be in eontrol from (tan.
berra, and we in {he West will be inoa very
had position.

The tone of His Fxeelleney’s Speech is
Taivly optimistic thronghont; but my feeling



[8 Aveust, 1944.]

is that the farmers, though having reason fo
appland the Commonwealth Government for
taking control of wheat when the writing
on the wall was plain, yet have no{ much
cause to thank that Government. An export
pool was formed, and I gather that the Com-
monweatlh Government took chavge of the
wheat.  Present sales by the board eontroll-
ing the wheat are in the vicinity of Gs. 10d.
per bushel in bulk, and 7s. 6d. in bags.
However, the Commonwealth Government
has decided that the price of wheat for home
eonsumption shall remain at the 1942 level.
Today the price of this wheat stands at 3s.
11d., but the flour tax, it is stated, increases
the amount to 5s. 2d.

Breakfast-food manufacturers and malt-
sters get their wheat for 3s. 11d. pev bushel.
The millers’ price for wheat inclndes
40,000,000 bushels for stock feed as aparr
from flour sold to traders outside the scope
of the wheatzrowing farmers. MMuch wheat
has been sold at Gs. 64. to 7s. per bushel to
the United States, Chili, Peru and South
Afriea. The millers’ price of 5s. 2d. wns
fixed when wheat was very low in priee, to
ecompensate growers for the high cost of
farmers’ machinery owing to the tariif.
The Commonwealth Government takes a
rake-off of £300,000 from the fund raised
by way of flour tax, In the year 1943-44
the farmers producing wheat lost £9,341,666.
That amount of monev was taken from
them hy the Commonwealth Government
through taxation. I should imagine the
farmers are not too pleased about that. Tt
is an extraordinary thing that the Common-
wealth Government should take charge of
their business. I gnther that much more has
been taken from the farmers through this
Commonwealth peol than wonld have been
taken by an ordinary pool.

The Commenwealith Government, of course,
has full control, and the responsible Minister
dictates to the farmers, The position is not
like that obtaining in an ordinary eo-opera-
tive pool where all share alike. This pool
is practieally g tool, and the Commonwealth
Government is sitting tight granting no rise
in priec although the world's markets show
that a considerable inerease should be
granted. Very large quantities of Australian
wheat still remain to he sold. We realise
that somothing had to be done to keep the
farmer alive and going, and I am pleased
to learn from the Speeech that phosphatie
rock is being obtained from a mine in some
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part of Australin—I do not know where.
There is just that reference, and I am in-
deed pleased to know that the mine is in
Australia. I trust that the mineral is of
sufficient quality to permit of our farmers
being supplied with fertiliser of a highes
grade than has been the case for some time
past.

I trust, also, that a fair average quan-
tity will be made available to Western
Australia, as last year onr farmers were
very short of superphosphate and up to
the present it has been extremely difficull
to get any reliable opinion as to the gqoan-
tity that will be available here. Western
Australia unfortunately is sill uwnder very
tight eontrol as to the aren she is nllowwd
to put under wheat, That applies not only
to the produetion of wheat but glso to the
produaction of other foodstuffs such as
butter, cheese and mutton, and the produc-
tion of wool. Superphosphate plays n
highly important part now in the produe-
tton of areas for grain on for feed. There-
fore it is to be hoped that somewhat greater
quantities of superphosphate will be made
available to ns. I do not desire to take up
the time of members any further and there-
fore conclnde by supporting the motien for
the aloption of the Address-in-veply.

On mation by Ton. . R, Cornish, debate
ndjourned.

House adjourncd at 6.1 pm,

Legistative Assembly,

Tuesday, 8th .lugust, 1044,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.0
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH
HOUSING SCHEME.
.ls to Cost of Homes.
Mr. WATTS (withont notice) asked the
Premier:
(1) Has the Government obtained priecs
for the creetion of brick and tiled homes in



